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which is now aggravated by the inclination which
Tippoo has manifested to admit large bodies of
Frenchmen into his armies. The growth of a
French party in the councils and armies of the
several native powers of India, had attracted my
attention before I left Europe: this evil has now
reached an alarming height, and if not checked
will soon produce convulsions in the system or
Indian politics,, which may facilitate the introduc-
tion of the power and influence of France^ and
expose ours to imminent hazard. The French
army at Hyderabad is the main root of tais mis-
chief, and I feel it to be a most urgent point of
my duty to extirpate it without delay.

" In considering the annexed papers,, you will
perceive what erroneous notions have been formed
at Madras of the temper and views of Azhn ill
Omrah and the Mahrattahs, as well with respect
to the reciprocal -relations of the two courts to-
wards each othei'j as to their common disposition
towards the British Government. The moment
is very favourable for adjusting their mutual clif-
ferenceSj and for reconciling both parties to co-
operate with us against Tippoo. I do not expect
that Scindiah will be able to oppose any effectual
obstacle to the success of a plan founded on the
real interests of all parties., and calculated to con-
ciliate the approbation of all the ancient friends
of his family^ and of all who possess any degree of
permanent influence in his armies or dominions*